Unit 2   Book 1

Unit 2  Book One
Text A   All the Cabbie Had Was a Letter 
Teaching Objectives
Students will be able to:

· grasp the main idea (never delay expressing your true feelings to a friend) and structure of the text (developing a story around a letter);

· appreciate that spoken English is much more informal than written English;

· master key 1anguage points and grammatical structures in the text;

· conduct a series of reading，listening，speaking and writing activities related to the theme of the unit.
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Teaching Contents
I. Important Points 

A. Key words and phrases: 

Text A:  available, estimate, correspondence, postpone, neighborhood, urge, practically, awful, reunion, Mostly, absolutely, destination, skip, be lost in／lose oneself in, go ahead, know/ 1earn by heart, might/ may just as well, keep up, kind of/ sort of , lose touch (with sb.) , a couple of, keep in touch (with sb.),come up, go by , right away,  every now and then, choke up, hang out

B. Key Sentence Patterns  

1)   But I realized that old Ed was still on his mind when he spoke again, almost more to himself than to me 

2) Your friendship over the years has meant an awful lot to me, more than I can say because

    I'm not good at saying things like that. 
II. Difficult Points

1. But I realized that Old Ed was still on his mind when he spoke again, almost more to himself than to me.
1).when 此处相当于since, considering that 鉴于，既然。也就是从他再次讲话时的语气和神情作者推断出老爱德的事情还萦绕着他。
2).more…than…与其…还不如…。

eg. He is more a writer than a reporter.
与其说他是个记着还不如说他是个作家。
2. He looked sort of sorrowful, or as if he were trying to see something in the distance.

as if / as though: 1) followed by an adverbial clause

       -- He talks as if he knew where she was.

       -- We felt as if we had witnessed the whole thing.

              2) Ellipsis in as if- clause  从句中主语和句子主语一致时, 从句谓语中含有动词 “be”时,此“be”可省略.

       -- He glanced about as if (he was) in search of something.

                      3) followed by adverbial 引出一个状语

       -- He paused as if to let the painful memories pass.

       -- She waited as if ( she was waiting ) for a reply.

                      4) followed by a predicative clause 引起表语从句

       -- Now it was as if she had known marry for years

       -- You look as if you didn’t care.

    ▲ 在 as if / though 引起的从句中,动词一般用虚拟语气,be 通常用 “were”这个形式,(但在一,三人称主语后用was的情况也有)

       -- He looks as if he were ill.

       -- They looked at him as if he was disturbing them.

    ▲ In modern English you don’t have to use a past subjunctive verb form after as if / though when it is used with verbs such as sound, taste, look, feel, smell, etc, ( If the condition will probably become real)

       -- It looks as if it is going to rain.
 Teaching Procedures
I. Pre-reading Activities  
A. Warm-up activities
a) Tasks as the following questions on the Song That's What Friends are For:

    1) What is a fair weather friend? (One who is happy to stay with you when things are going well but leaves as soon as trouble arrive)

    2) According to the song，what are friends for? (for both good times and bad times) (5 minutes)

b) Survey--Do you often write 1etters to friends?

    1) Writes down the following words on the blackboard: frequently, sometimes, rarely, never. Then Tasks Ss to indicate how often they write to friends by raising hands when T reads out these four listed choices. T tallies the total for each category, writes the numbers down under the respective choices on the blackboard. T and Ss will then have a general idea of the letter-writing habit of the class. 

    2) Invites several Ss to give reasons for writing or not writing letters.

From our discussions, different conclusions can be drawn as follows:
Sometimes we put off writing letters because we think letters can wait until other matters are dealt with, or because we think a phone call will do instead. But sometimes, as you are to find in this text, we may leave it too late to write, and1etters are the best in expressing our innermost feelings. (15 minutes)

B. Background information
Halloween 

Halloween is celebrated annually. It is on the night of 31 October, when people once believed that ghosts could be seen. Now, in Britain and America, it is a time when children have parties, dress up as witches, make lanterns out of pumpkins from which the inside has been removed, and play “trick or treat”. 
 “Trick or treat ” is a traditional activity at Halloween. Children dress in costumes and visit houses. At each house they say “Trick or treat”. This means that they will play a “trick”, or joke, on the people in the house unless they are given a “treat”, e.g. sweets or money. Most people prefer to give treats rather than having tricks played on them.
C. Language Points and Sentence Structures 
1. be lost in / lose oneself in: be absorbed in; be fully occupied with

get lost in

--- He was lost in his writing, with a cigar in his hand.

--- I had lost myself in thought so I didn’t know the bus had stopped.

--- He was lost in playing computer games so he was unaware of my entering the room.

be lost in thoughts          be lost in wonder

2. must + have + p.p.
--- You must have overcome the difficulties if you had tried harder.

--- He must have sit up last night, for I found he had red eyes.

3. available adj : able to be used / reached; obtainable, able to be connected

--- I’m afraid my bicycle is not ～ ; it is being repaired.

-- All the ～ money has been used.

       --- If I am not ～ when you phone, ask for my secretary.

          Sth is ～ to sb   … 可为某人使/ 利用

          Sth is ～ for sth  … 在某方面可用

4. settle: 1) place in a comfortable position, arrange to stay or rest in a certain place

               --- He took a sip of tea, and settled the cup back into its saucer.

               --- He settled his mother in a corner of the train compartment.

      2) solve, handle, decide, pay the bill

           --- It’s time you settled the dispute.

           --- We had settled to start yesterday but were prevented.

           --- We still have that electricity bill to settle.

5. or something: or sth similar; or sth of that sort (used when you’re not very sure about what you’ve just said)

          --- The air fare to Beijing is 1100 yuan or sth.

          --- Here is some money. Get yourself a sandwich or sth.

 Similar phrase: or sth like that / this

          --- I see them once every two months, or sth like that.

6. go ahead: 1) continue, begin

         go ahead with + n.
     --- The board of directors will vote today on whether to go ahead with the plan.

     --- Henry will be late but we’ll go ahead with the meeting anyway.

          2) continue to go

     --- Go ahead, what are you waiting for?

          3) begin, continue to say.

    --- Go ahead, we’re all listening.

7. Know / learn by heart: memorize, remember exactly

    --- In order to prepare the concert, the little girl has to know all the music by heart.

    --- He was required to learn a classic poem by heart every day when he was young 

       Recite: say aloud from memory

8. At least they do with me because…
 At least letters from home mean a lot to me because I travel a lot in a car for long distances.

 do with: 1) be connected with

         --- It’s nothing to do with me.

         --- This document does with this problem.

2) cause oneself to spend time doing sth 

--- The boys didn’t know what to do with themselves when school ended.

9. estimate vt/vi/n.: form a judgment about ( a quantity or value )

             1) ～ sth to do /at

             -- They estimated the number of tourists at 2000.

             2) ～ that…
             -- He estimated that it would take him 4 hours to weed the garden.

             3) ～ for…
             -- I asked three building firms to ～ for the repairs to the roof.

         in sb’s ～   /   at a rough ～     / make an ～ of…
10. on the road: 1) travel, on the journey

                   -- We’ve been on the road for 12 hours.

                   2) go everywhere for business

                   -- He is ～ for his insurance company.

                   3) roaming about; in tour performance

11. might / may (just ) as well do sth: have no strong reason not to do sth

      ( If you say that you might / may just as well do sth, you mean that you’ll do it although you do not have a strong desire to do it and may even feel

       slightly reluctant about it.)

-- We may as well finish the job, now that we have got so far with it.

-- The post office is really busy——we’ll have to queue for ages to 

   get served. We ～ go home.

-- Anyway, you’re here, you ～ stay.

12. used to do sth: indicating a constant or frequent practice in the past

          -- I have given up smoking. I used to smoke very heavily.

          -- He use(d)n’t to smoke so much a few years ago.

          -- Did your mother use to get up early in the morning?

          -- You used to smoke a pipe, use(d)n‘t you / didn’t you?

13. not much of a : not a good

      -- The food was so_so; It wasn’t ～ a dinner.

      -- Some people may think that doing housework for others is ～ career.

      -- He is ～ father, but he is an outstanding professor.

14. keep up : 1) continue, maintain

      -- They risk losing their homes because they can no longer keep up the repayment.

        --Jane will have to ～ her piano practice if she wants to be a professional

          concert performer.

               2) (cause to ) remain high

        -- The shops are trying to keep quality up but prices steady.

15. correspondence:1)the act of writing, receiving or sending letters通信联系

                       (不可加 s,  但可加a, often followed by with + n.)
                          ( keep up ～ with sb   /   drop ～ with sb )

 -- His interest in writing came from a long ～ with a close friend.

                     2) the letters that sb. Receives or sends ( used as an uncountable n. )

         -- Mary seldom mentions her step_mother in her ～ .

                     3) agreement, harmony 
         -- There is a lack of ～ between his promises and his actions.

                     4) correspond vi.            ～ with sb 与……
～ to / with sth 与……
                    corresponding adj.  相符的 相关的 通信的
 correspondent n.    通讯员adj.符合的 相当的

16. But I take it he’s someone…     But I expect that…
       The sentence pattern “ I take it ( that )” is used to say that you expect someone will do sth / know sth etc.

          -- I take it (that ) you’ve heard that all the students in my class have done a very good job in CET Band 4.

17.kind of /sort of: in some way, a little bit ( used before V. or after a link V.as adv.)
         -- AmE: kind of         BrE: sort of

         -- I kind of thought he would come.

         -- The boy’s description kind of gives us an idea of what’s happening.

         -- She wasn’t beautiful. But she was kind of cute.

comparing: a kind of: 1) a sort of  一种

         -- a kind of boat          a new kind of car

                          2) a little bit: 几分 ( used before n. 后接名词)

         -- He has a kind of genius.他有点儿天份.

18. a couple of: a few; more than one but not many

         -- Do you have a moment?  There are  ～ things I’d like to talk to you about.

         -- They promised the students that they would find a substitute teacher in ～ days.

19. on one’s mind: in one’s thoughts

       ( If sth is on your mind, you are worried or concerned about it and think about it a lot)

        -- It weighs heavily on my mind.

        -- What’s on your mind?

        -- Dealings on the stock market have been on my mind all the time.

       Comparing: in one’s mind: in one’s opinion

20. keep/ in touch ( with ): If you keep in touch with sb, you write, phone, or 
                              visit each other regularly.

      -- While doing the research work in Antarctic, the professor kept in touch with his students via email.

      -- The old man kept in touch with his children while kiting in a nursing home.

    be in touch with:有联系  be out of touch with: 无联系

21.should + have + P. P. ( used to talk about things which should have been done but actually have not )

    -- I’m sorry, I should have phoned to tell you I was coming.

22. come up: 1) happen, occur, esp. unexpectedly
 -- A light breeze camp up.

     -- “ Sorry, I am late——something came up at home.”
             2) be mentioned or discussed

     -- The issue of safety came up twice at the meeting.

     -- The term “ Project Hope” has come up a lot recently in the newspapers.

             3) be in fashion

     -- Long hair comes up now.

23. shrug vt. / vi.: lift ( the shoulders ) slightly

     -- She shrugged her shoulders at our suggestion.

     -- People only shrugged at his protests.

        Shrug off: disregard…   对……不予理睬, 对……满不在乎
     -- She shrugged off all criticism and calmly went on with the project.

24. urge v.try very hard to persuade, encourage, stimulate力劝, 催促, 鼓励, 激励

           urge sb to do sth;           urge sb to sth

           urge sb into doing sth       urge that…
     -- The salesman urged me to buy the new product. 推销员力劝我买下新产品

     -- They urged the local government to approve plans for their reform

programmed.他们敦促当地政府赞成其改革纲要的计划.

       -- The monitor urged us to action.班长鼓励我们采取行动.

       -- She urged that I (should) support these girls.她恳求我们支持这些姑娘.

             Urge sth. on / upon sb.   向……力陈, 力言

       -- He urged the importance of the time factor on us.

      她向我们力陈时间因素的重要性

urgent  adj. 紧急的, 强求的             urgency  n.迫切要求

II. While-reading Activities

1. Text Study

A. Text A is titled All the Cabbie Had Was a Letter. 
1).Before you read the story, think about the answers to the following questions.
What does a cabbie do?
What is a letter used for?

Who wrote the letter to the cabbie?

Why was all the cabbie had only a letter?
2).Read the last sentence of Text A and try to guess what the story is about.
When I got to my hotel room I didn’t unpack right away. First I had to write a letter -- and mail it.

3).Read Text A as quickly as possible, and find out if you are right. Can you summarize the story with three sentences?
    Key words: lost in thought; read a letter; an old friend; lifelong friendship; regret; author decided
B. Structure Analysis

The whole passage falls into 3 parts:

Part I (Lines1~42): From a conversation with the cab driver the author learned how much he regretted failing to keep up correspondence with his old friend Ed.
Part II (Lines43~87): Reading the letter by himself, the author learned more about the lifelong friendship between the driver and Old Ed. 

Part III (Lines88~89): The driver’s experience urged the author to reach for his pen.
C. Difficult Sentences:
1). He sounded as if he had a cold or something.
   听上去他像是得了感冒什么的。
       What can we infer from this sentence?

       This sentence implies the sad state of mind the taxi driver was in. 
       or something:  or sth similar; or sth of that sort (used when you’re not very sure about what you’ve just said)
          --- The air fare to Beijing is 1100 yuan or sth.

          --- Here is some money. Get yourself a sandwich or sth.

2). It might just as well have been family. 
也可以算是一家人。 
 might / may (just ) as well do sth   : have no strong reason not to do sth ( If you say that you might / may just as well do sth, you mean that you’ll do it although you do not have a strong desire to do it and may even feel                 slightly reluctant about it.)

-- We may as well finish the job, now that we have got so far with it.

-- The post office is really busy——we’ll have to queue for ages to get served. We ～ go home.

-- Anyway, you’re here, you ～ stay.

3). But we hung out on the same corner when we were single.
不过没成家时我俩总在一起闲逛。 
   Paraphrase the sentence

But generally speaking we have sent only Christmas cards to keep in touch with each other for the last 20 or 30 years. 
2. Writing skill----- Structure of Friendly Letters
Friendly letters, also known as personal letters, normally have five parts.
1. The Heading. 
This includes the address, line by line, with the last line being the date. Skip a line after the heading. The heading is indented to the middle of the page. If using preaddressed stationery, just add the date. 
2. The Greeting. 
The greeting always ends with a comma. The greeting may be formal, beginning with the word “dear” and using the person’s given name or relationship, or it may be informal if appropriate. 
Formal: Dear Uncle Jim, Dear Mr. Wilkins, 

Informal: Hi Joe, 

Occasionally very personal greetings may end with an exclamation point for emphasis. 

3. The Body. 
Also known as the main text. This includes the message you want to write. Normally in a friendly letter, the beginning of paragraphs is indented. If not indented, be sure to skip a space between paragraphs. Skip a line after the greeting. 
4. The Complimentary Close. 
This short expression is always a few words on a single line. It ends in a comma. It should be indented to the same column as the heading. Skip one to three spaces (two is usual) for the signature line. 
5. The Signature Line. 
Type or print your name. The handwritten signature goes above this line and below the close. The signature line and the handwritten signature are indented to the same column as the close. The signature should be written in blue or black ink. If the letter is quite informal, you may omit the signature line as long as you sign the letter. 
6. Postscript. 
If your letter contains a postscript, begin it with P.S. and end it with your initials. Skip a line after the signature line to begin the postscript. 
The picture shows what a one-page friendly or personal letter should look like. 
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III. Post-reading Actives
A. Useful Expressions
1.完全沉浸于                      be completely lost in 
2.引起…的注意                    get sb.’s attention 

3.坐进后座                        settle into the back seat 

4.不着急
                         in no hurry

5.不大会…                        not much of a hand at… 

6.保持通信往来                    keep up correspondence 

7.从小学一直到高中                all the way through both grade and high school 
8. 老街坊                         an old neighborhood 

9. 保持联系                       keep in touch with 

10. 老同学聚会                    a class reunion 

11. 时间不饶人。                 Time goes by.

12. 在一起闲逛                   hang out on the same corner 

13. 点头称是                     nod in agreement

14. 在远处                       in the distance 
B. Writing Style 
1. Say something about the differences between spoken English and written English. 
Most of this text is actually a re-creation of the conversation between a taxi driver and the narrator. Therefore it provides ample examples of how English is spoken in daily life by native speakers.

In spoken English sentences tend to be short and simple. Some sentences are incomplete. 

Besides, some words or phrases do not usually find their way into written English, for example, sort of, kind of, you know, I think, I guess, I take it, well, go ahead, hang out, it’s no fun to do sth., not much of a hand at doing sth., a couple of, every now and then, an awful lot,etc.2. Try to make    

2. the following sentences complete. 
1) From a child or maybe a grandchild?

Is the letter from a child or maybe a grandchild? 

2) Went to school together?

Did you go to school together? 

3) Died a couple of weeks ago.

He died a couple of weeks ago. 

4) Enjoyed talking with you.

I’ve enjoyed talking with you. 

3. What characteristics do the sentences in Exercises 1 and 2 share? 
They are very colloquial. 
C. Exercises 
Do Exercise I、II、III(Pages 43—47)
D. Assignments 
1. Translation (Page 49)
2. Write a Personal Letter
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[image: image2.jpg]76 Brooklyn Avenue
New York 9, N.Y. USA.
June§,2003
Dear Peter,
On Saturday, David, Panl and I are going to
have a picnic at the lake near my uncle's house.
We will leave here at 7:00 in the morning
and will goon our bicycles. In the morning we
il swim in the lake, After Tunch we will play
foothall in the field behind my uncle’s house.
We wil probably return home soon after 6
dclock.
Thope you come with us. Please et me know
by Thursday morning whether you can come,
wil you?

With best wishes.




